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Calvin. Not, he explained, that he had read
anything of Calvin's ; no, the doctrine of election
had been imparted to him more simply by the
agency of Christ and His apostles ; indeed, he had
had it direct from God, who had singled him out.
Thus authorised, he implored Wesley, whose feet
he repeatedly said he was ready to wash, to read
and to think, and to rid himself of his pestilential
notions of "universal redemption/9 of "free grace,"
of possible "sinless perfection" in this life. Why
must Wesley dispute ? he asked fretfully, who,
after all, had disqualified himself from judging
the question by admitting that he had not the
witness of the spirit within himself. He, White-
field, daily felt Christ's blessed Spirit filling his
soul and body as plain as he felt the air which he
breathed or the food which he ate. " I hope,"
be wrote, " at this time I feel something of the
meekness and humility of Christ." There seemed
to be more hope than fact in the statement, and
Wesley was not the man to submit to such arro-
gance. Let Whitefield plead as much as he liked
that a division in their ranks would injure the
cause, that it was likely to rob them of a satis-
factory martyrdom ; he would never for a moment,
for any reason, confess adherence to a doctrine of
predestination. Why, it made God out to be
worse than the Devil ! He believed in universal
redemption (which is not the same thing as uni-
versal salvation), and that if there were some
elected to do special work (as he knew there were,